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CELEBRATING SIXTY YEARS OF FLIGHT 

1965 –2025 
AMA GOLD LEADER CLUB 

MADRE FIRE STATUS: 

As of Monday 07 July, the fire has burned over 80,000 acres and is spreading more slowly, with 30% con-

tainment. They’re trying to keep it north of Highway166, but as a CALFIRE rep said, “We’re going to be here 

for a bit; we’ve got some more work to do…”  We’ll keep hoping for the best, but Chuck will make a go-no 

go decision next week on the 14th. 

He has asked everyone to hold the raffle donations until we get a decision.  In the meantime, cross your fin-

gers and hope the firefighters, ground and air get a handle on this mess really soon.  Anybody know a good 

rain dance? 

MINUTES OF THE JULY MEETING                                                                                           

President Mark Carlson opened the meeting at 6:30pm; Minutes of the June Meeting were approved as published in the 
newsletter. Mark thanked all the members who came out to the Elks on 22 June to clean up and mow.  Everybody grabbed 

weed whackers and blowers and got to work. See page 2. 

Jim McKean gave an update on Bill McKindley. Bill and Anne Marie went down to Mission Veijo to visit family over Father’s 

Day. Somehow Bill contracted pneumonia and ended up in hospital for about a week, then was in rehab for about another 

week. As of the meeting word was that they would get back home over the weekend. Get back on your feet soon, Bill!  

Bill Korn updated the treasury report; we only spent about $142 in June, most for gas for the mower and donuts for the 

cleanup crew, some storage totes for the food service stuff (see Jody note below) and the rental on the porta potty at the 

field. The raffle plane fund is holding pretty steady, tickets sales hit the breakeven over two meetings. 

No big news from AMA or FAA, other than reminding that we all need to be current with AMA Membership, FAA Registration 

and the TRUST test, especially at the Giant Scale (assuming we manage to pull that off; see above). Ceiling at approved fly-

ing sites is 700 feet AGL; not sure what it is elsewhere, but I’m assuming it’s the same.                                               

Jody McCoy bought some plastic totes and sorted out the food service stuff, plates, cups, forks and spoons, etc. We have a 

good supply of this stuff for the GS. Thanks, Jody! 

Chuck Barnes reported over 30 flyers pre-registered for the Giant Scale; most are planning to camp at the field; there are 

about 38 camping spots first come, first served. 

Mark put in a pitch for the Turlock RC Club’s Lake McSwain Float Fly 26-28 September.  POC is Gary Taylor, (209)652-

0782  or gtintheair@hotmail.com. It’s also on the AMA website or Google Lake McSwain Float Fly.  Mark says it’s a great 

one! 

Jody won the $10 attendance award; Jim McKean won the 50/50, $30; Mike Noble won the Raffle Plane, the WACO Bi-

plane. 

Next meeting will be Wednesday 06 August, 6:30pm at Quail Meadows East. 



JUNE 22 CLEANUP 

A GOOD CREW CAME OUT TO MOW, WHACK AND SWEEP THE ELKS FIELD SITE.                  

THANKS TO EVERYONE! 

Thanks everyone:  Mark, Jody, Chuck, Mike, Jimmy, Mark, 
Rod, Rhonda and Jeff, Karsen, Craig, Barry, Kris, Steve 

And apologies if I missed anyone, thanks to you, too! 



PROVISIONAL SCHEDULE FOR THE GIANT SCALE FLY IN: 

SUNDAY, 20 JULY , TVRC ONLY: MEET AT GATE 3 AT 9AM. FINAL 
CLEANUP, STRIPE CAMPING SITES AND PARKING AREAS 

MONDAY, 21 JULY, TVRC ONLY: MEET AT AERO CAMINO, 9 AM; LOAD 
UP EQUIPMENT AND SUPPLIES  FOR MOVE TO ELKS 

TUESDAY, 22 JULY TVRC ONLY: MEET AT GATE 3  AT 9 AM FOR LOAD
-IN; SET UP CANOPIES, PORTA POTTIES  ARRIVE, SET UP GRILL, 
WASH STAND, TABLES.  

TUESDAY, 22 JULY, AFTERNOON: EARLY BIRD ARRIVALS. NO FLY-
ING THIS DAY 

WEDNESDAY, 23 JULY:  REGISTRATION OPENS 9AM. GIANT SCALE 
FLYING ALL DAY. OPEN FLYING AFTER 5PM 

THURSDAY, 24  JULY:  REGISTRATION OPENS 9AM. GIANT SCALE 
FLYING ALL DAY. OPEN FLYING AFTER 5PM 

FRIDAY, 25 JULY:  BREAKFAST 8AM UNTIL GONE, REGISTRATION 
OPENS 9AM. GIANT SCALE FLYING ALL DAY. LUNCH, 3 TACOS  & 
DRINK $10.  OPEN FLYING AFTER 5PM.  MOVIE AFTER DARK: DIS-
NEY’S “THE ROCKETEER”  (PARTLY FILMED AT SANTA MARIA AIR-
PORT!) 

SATUDAY, 26 JULY:  BREAKFAST 8AM UNTIL GONE, REGISTRATION 
OPENS 9AM. GIANT SCALE FLYING ALL DAY. LUNCH, BURGER, 
CHIPS & DRINK $10.  OPEN FLYING AFTER 5PM.  PILOT’S RAFFLE, 
AND SANTA MARIA BARBEQUE , $25/PERSON 

SUNDAY, 27 JULY:  OPEN FLYING ALL DAY 

MONDAY, 28 JULY: TVRC ONLY: LOAD-OUT, CLEAN UP AND HAUL 
STUFF BACK TO AERO CAMINO.  

PHEW! 









2024 TVRC CLUB OFFICERS 

TriValley RC Modelers Website:  https://www.trivalleyrcmodelers.com 

PRESIDENT   Mark Carlson            (805) 714-8169 cindielou33@yahoo.com                                     

VICE PRESIDENT  Jody McCoy           (805) 714-0343 jmmccoy1292@aol.com 

SECRETARY   Steve Bircher  (805) 878-6516 sunspotmoto@gmail.com  

TREASURER   Bill Korn  (805) 878-1853 billkorn1@me.com  

SAFETY   Mike Noble  (805) 295-9253 M-noble@sbcglobal.net 

GIANT SCALE  Jody McCoy  (805) 714-0343 jmmccoy1292@aol.com  

AMA/GIANT SCALE CD Chuck Barnes  (805) 886-7921 Cdbarnes10@comcast.net  

FLIGHT INSTRUCTOR Vacant—See Jody McCoy if you are interested!  

NEWSLETTER EDITOR Steve Bircher  (805) 878-6516 sunspotmoto@gmail.com  

    VERY IMPORTANT PEOPLE 

GRIDDLE MASTER  Jimmy Corcoran  (805) 710-2606 dacorcoran@charter.net  

FIELD NINJA EMERITUS Mike Gunderson (805) 345-6548 m.gunderson2@verizon.net  

NAVAL DETATCHMENT LTJG John Tjaden, USN  Active Duty,   US NAVY (SOMEWHERE) 
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